EIC PRODUCT CENTER

New technologies have changed the way children spend their free time. Do the
advantages outweigh the disadvantages?

There have been many news reports recently suggesting that the way young people
spend their leisure time has been altered by modem technology. While this might
bring benefits, on the down side, | will argue the problems IT bring far outweigh
them.

On the one hand, the advantages of children pIaying computer games on their
phones a Iets might help improv nt. For
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ntime and become reluctant to exercise, resulting in problems such as

obesity. In addition, some games tempt people to play at all hours leading to gaming
addiction and spending an excessive amount of time on their machines. Often these

games are also money-spinners for the makers, with the players having to drip feed

the games with money to advance the storyline.

In conclusion, while there are some advantages of children spending time on
advanced technologies, it seems to me that the disadvantages are more significant.
Health and money problems are but two of the dangers that lurk in the dark side of
these new technologies.

By Dr Rob Burton
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Vocabulary
on the downside (idiom) Considering the negative, adverse, disadvantageous,
regrettable, etc., aspects of a situation, especially one that is or would be otherwise
positive or beneficial. My son will automatically have EU citizenship because he's
being born in Ireland, but on the downside, we have to apply separately for American
citizenship.

on the job (idiom) Working on a particular task. Don't worry, we've got Kathy on the
job. If she can't fix it, no one can. We know how important it is, so we've got our four
best guys on the job. My lawnmower broke down, so I've got the neighbor's son on

the job. ’

ahe

's 2 AM, but | just got out of the ER and need to fill a prescription.

money-spinner (idiom) A lucrative business or product. That mobile dating app has
proved to be a real money-spinner for the developer—it's making them more money
than anything else they've launched before.

seem like someone or something (idiom) To appear to be like some kind of person
or something. You seemed like such a nice person when | met you. This seems like a
nice day.

lurk (verb) To exist unobserved or unsuspected: danger lurking around every bend.

the dark side of (someone or something) (idiom) The negative or troubled part of
someone or something that is usually concealed. My mom is always sweet to my
friends, but I've seen the dark side of her enough to know mean she can be. Shady
deals like this are the dark side of the music industry, unfortunately.
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