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Newspapers have become an enormous influence on people’s opinions and ideas.
Why is this the case? Is it a desirable or undesirable situation?

For about three hundred years’ newsprint has been the the biggest source of
information for the general public. Not only do they report on current events but
also inform and shape the public discourse. In my opinion, newspapers can have
both a positive and negative influence on society.

Most people who read a newspaper will be aware of that publications political, social
and cuItu*nt. Reader tend to prefer to read ideas and opinions that parallel
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parliam ever, nowadays many newspapers seemed to be more fixated on
celebrity and pop-culture than what is happening in the seats of government.

Firstly, this could be because journalism has become a business. Consequently, they
misuse the power of newspapers to form public opinion in their favour to make a
profit. Secondly, the impact of sensationalism is another problem. Of course, to
survive newspapers need readers. For this purpose, they often sensationalise news
stories, glamorizing the lives of the rich and the famous at the expense of real news
stories such as war and famine.

To conclude, newspapers certainly influence people but by focusing upon celebrity
gossip to the detriment of real news, we can surmise that this in the end is an
undesirable situation for society at large.
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Vocabulary

public discourse. Big discussions that include or influence the general public are
referred to as public discourse.

seat of government (noun) The location that is the centre of authority to govern;
usually the capital city of an area. The Hague is the seat of government of the
Netherlands, whereas Amsterdam is the capital.

sensationalism (noun) Sensationalism is the act of foregoing accuracy or dignity in
order to o’re headlines or public attention. An example of sensationalism is a
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other kids telling jokes at the expense of my little brother.
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ur health is not eating healthy foods.
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