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Task 1
[Question]
What' s your least favorite personality trait in your friends?

[Response]

The personality trait among my friends that bothers me the most is when they

don’ t keep their promises.

One reason for this is that when they don’ t keep their promise, it wastes my
time. For example, one time I was going to go to a movie with a friend, but
then just fifteen minutes before the movie started my friend told me that they
weren’ t going to go. I had already bought my tickets, I was already at the

cinema. It wasted so much of my time.

Furthermore, I feel like it” s really selfish when they don’ t keep their promise.
One time my friend, John, and I were supposed to plan a birthday party for
my other friend, Alex. But then John never showed up to help with the party,
so I had to do it all myself. Later I asked John what happened, and he said he

just felt like staying home and watching TV instead. I was so frustrated.
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Task 2

[Question]

When traveling in a new country, some people make detailed plans
before going while others prefer to decide what to do or where do
go after arriving there. Which one do you prefer?

[Response]

When I travel, I prefer to go in without having a detailed plan.

The first reason for this is that it s just more relaxing to not have a super
detailed plan. For example, when I visited Thailand, I didn’ t have a plan and
so every I could just wake up, see how I felt, and then decide what I wanted to
do on that day.

Furthermore, when I travel, I don’ t care about seeing all the special sights. I
would rather just walk around the city and learn about the people in that
country. Again, when I visited Thailand, we did see some sights but my
favorite part was just going to the market and listening to people and watching
people and buying some of the things that the people there were selling. It was
really nice.

Writing Independent Task S{EIZER

[Question]
Do you agree or disagree that students do not respect teachers as

much as they did in the past?
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[Response]

Many people these days talk about how students used to show more
respect for teachers in the past, and I think I agree with them. Over the years,
I believe we can see that teachers have started to receive less and less respect
for the important job that they do. There are many reasons for why this is
happening, but here are just a few.

First, I think technology has given us too many ways to check on what the
teacher is saying. It used to be the case that if a teacher said something to a
class, the students would just believe it and write it down. However, now it’ s
so easy for students to use their smart phones to look something up
immediately after the teacher said it. This leads to classes thinking that they

)

don’ t need teachers anymore. It seems like this happens every day in my
classes. The teacher will say something, and then the teacher will have to
argue with a student for five minutes because the student found some random
website that disagrees with what the teacher said. Usually, the teacher is right
and the student just didn’ t do good research.

On top of that, students are often rebellious simply because the cool
characters they see in the movies are rebellious characters. It s a really
common scene in the movies for a cool student to know more than the teacher,
and it tries to make the student look smart while the teacher looks dumb. A lot

of kids take this mentality to class because they want to be like the characters

from the movies that they like. This leads a lot of kids to have no respect for
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their teachers, even though the teachers are experts in the subject because
they’ ve been teaching the same subject for years.

Finally, I think students have less respect for teachers now because
everything in our culture has simply become less formal than it was in the past.
My dad says that in the past, all kids would call adults by “Mr.” Or “Mrs.”
and their last name. However, nowadays a lot of adults actually prefer if
younger people call them by their first name. This influences the culture in the
class, too. In a lot of my classes these days, the relationship between the
teacher and student feels kind of like friends, rather than mentor and mentee.
It’ s not entirely a bad thing; I think it’ s just a new type of culture that people
will have to get used to.

In short, I do believe that teachers get less respect from students now than
they did before. I’ m not saying it’ s a good thing, but it is the reality of the

situation today.
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1. It used to be the case that if a teacher said something to a class, the
students would just believe it and write it down.
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2. It seems like this happens every day in my classes. The teacher will say
something, and then the teacher will have to argue with a student for five
minutes because the student found some random website that disagrees with
what the teacher said.
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3.It' s not entirely a bad thing; I think it’ s just a new type of culture that
people will have to get used to.
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» There are many reasons for why this is happening, but here are just a few.
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» In short, I do believe that teachers get less respect from students now than
they did before. I' m not saying it" s a good thing, but it is the reality of the
situation today.
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