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Some parents give children everything they ask for and do what they like. Is
this good for children? What could be the consequences for these children
when they grow up?

Nowadays, indulging children has become a common parenting problem.
Many parents try to accommodate their children’s wishes whilst also giving
them more personal freedom. This could have an adverse impact when they
become adults.

In the short term, we might find that children who are granted every request
will find it difficult to take no for an answer. We can argue that children like this
become spoilt and self-centred if parents are not prepared to set boundaries.
Firstly, such selfish behaviour from a child might take its toll on their academic
performance and their lifestyle choices. For example, a dependence on their
parents for everything can deprive the student of the motivation to strive hard
in their studies. Further, they are likely to get into unscrupulous things such
as bad company, smoking, drinking and even drugs.

In the long run, as they become grown-ups, their selfish nature will cause
them to struggle in many facets of life. For instance, if as a youngster they had
a generous allowance they might find it hard to budget and manage their own
personal finances. Furthermore, over-lenient parents will not have taught their
child lessons regarding taking personal responsibility for their actions.
Consequently, this deprives the child from learning from their mistakes. In later
life this might cause problems at work if their problem solving skills are lacking.

In conclusion, granting children all of their wishes can do serious harm to their
personal development. This might have consequences in later life by limiting
their ability to cope with problems as adults.
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Vocabulary
parenting (adj) the raising of a child by its parents

accommodate (someone’'s) wishes (idiom) To alter or tailor a situation so as
to specifically cater to the desires, preferences, or designs of another person
or persons.

The laws exist this way for a reason, and you can't expect us to change them
simply to accommodate your wishes.

In the short term (phrase) during the period of time that is not very far into
the future

take a/its toll (idiom) To have a cumulative negative effect on someone or
something.

Based on all this water damage, it seems that leak really took a toll on our
ceiling tiles.

All those late nights working on my term paper really took a toll on me—I need
about 24 hours' sleep to recover.

deprive (Idiom/verb) if you deprive someone of something, you take it away
from them or prevent them from having it

| would never deprive you the opportunity to follow your dreams!

They don't want to get divorced and deprive their children of a stable home.

unscrupulous (adj) Having or showing no regard for what is right or
honorable; devoid of scruples.
In the long run (phrase) during the period of time that is far into the future

grow up (idiom/phrasal verb) To become older and more mature; to progress
toward adulthood.

When | grow up, | want to be an astronaut

Growing up with three older brothers probably did a lot to shape my
personality.

lenient (adj) permissive, merciful, or tolerant
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