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The best way to solve the increasing crime rate of younq offenders is to teach
parents better parenting skills. To what extent do you agree?

The news often carries stories relating to the escalating number of crimes
carried out by youngsters. Commentators often ask the question “what is the
role of the parents?” | agree that parents must be taught how to bring up their
children, but | also believe that society plays a necessary part in reducing youth
crime.

On the one hand, these high crime rates may be due to a lack of parenting skills.
This is even more so for kids with a single parent, and it is unfortunate because
we cannot deny the vital role of parents in bringing up children. Parents pass
on various social values, either by talking about their personal experiences or
by demonstrating social values through their actions. Therefore, children learn
from parents what is right and wrong, what role they will play in society, and
how they should behave.

On the other hand, | argue that society has to bear some responsibility, for we
cannot lay this behaviour at the feet of hard-pressed parents. In my view, it is
certainly the responsibility of those in charge to build environments where
youngsters feel contented with what they have, and do not need the thrill of
petty criminality. For example, if we look at the nature of crimes committed by
young people, it is often just petty crime, which might be rooted
in boredom. Consequently, where once young people had places to go, youth
clubs and so on, these have shut down leaving nothing but the streets.

In conclusion, | would agree parents are the major factor in a young person’s
life. If they need extra support through parenting education, it should be made

available. But society also has a responsibility not to fail our young people.
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By Dr Rob Burton

Vocabulary
escalating (verb) To increase in intensity, extent, or amount: tensions that
escalated into violence.

bring up (idiom) To take care of and educate (a child); rear.
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in the nature of (something) (idiom) In the style or manner of something;
similar to or typical of something.

While the movie is in the nature of a conventional action film, it is actually a
remarkably deep and emotionally rich allegory of human folly.

It is not in the nature of a boy his age to be so preoccupied with books and
learning.

petty crime (noun) (countable and uncountable) A minor, less serious crime.
The gang progressed from petty crime to bank robbery.

be rooted in (something) (idiom) To originate in or stem from something.
The decline of this city is rooted in the move away from local steel in the 1980s.
Their form of government is rooted in socialism, though it also has elements of
capitalism.

youth club (noun) a place or organization providing leisure activities for young
people.

hard-pressed (idiom) Struggling to do or accomplish something, especially
because it seems impossible.

You'll be hard-pressed to find a better guy than Bill.

Come on—if we don't leave soon, we'll be hard-pressed to get there on time.

in (someone's) view (idiom) In someone's opinion.
And what, in your view, would be the best way to go about solving this problem?
In my view, this tax should be abolished altogether!

VST :

Rt R HOE BRI SC,  FER W R BB N T LSRR
S, FRUH SRR RS, B EE A BUEH 1 S B H AR T

R, SRIGTEE B ERR B O R FIRBE sy, 1EEER— TR E
FERE T HOFNRER GRS LR HEF RIS X —FRB,

TEH EZAEH 1 RSR M RA TR G SRR 5 A ER B RS 24k
FI T W S+ R+ 25 B S5 R R S X — AR B SJa iR BCh, 1FE R4S B
FFHERH T HCHM A XFERRULIRR S5 HIE 2019 55 T EF 206
s N ERAT VR DR, b SCRFRII B VAL S -GR v AT TR B U AT A

. FIRER), FISRBSE G EAAE 2019 FRHT#OM P RTES K o Xk 5k
JEE R

2/2



