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Some people think that companies and private individuals should pay to clear
up the pollution they produced. The government should not pay for it. To what
extent to you agree or disagree?

A burning question these days is who should be responsible for the damage
caused by environmental pollution. Some commentators believe that
businesses and people should be responsible for the cost of cleaning up any
contamination they cause and not the authorities. | completely agree with this
position, but also believe that governments have a role to play.

There are numerous reasons why businesses should pay for contaminating
the environment. Firstly, many companies make huge profits and should

be held accountable for the damage they do to nature. For example, the
Amazon rain forest is being destroyed by companies like McDonald’s in order
for people to raise cattle and grow soya beans for their products. Clearly, the
earth depends on the Amazon to help regulate the climate. Therefore,
companies should mitigate the damage their operations are doing to our
planet.

| also agree that individuals have a responsibility towards our environment
and should pay up to clean the mess we find ourselves in. Increasingly, this
payment will be taxes or higher prices which will go towards protecting our
world. For instance, in supermarkets we pay for plastic carriers to help the
environment. Importantly, this is where governments can step in; rather than
shouldering the financial burden of the clean-up, governments can create
laws to ensure that pollution is reduced.

To summarise, | strongly agree that pollution is a serious issue and individuals
and companies need to provide compensation. They need to clean up their
act, whereas governments need to make it mandatory for companies to
minimise their pollution.
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burning question (idiom) a question whose answer is of great interest to
everyone; a question that needs very much to be answered, as a fire needs to
be extinguished.

There's a burning question that needs to be answered: Why did you leave
your wife of only one month?

role to play (idiom) To have a specific involvement or participation in
something.

There's no use lying to the committee, Mr. Marshall, as we know for a fact that
you played a role in hiding your company's losses from its investors.

held accountable (idiom) be called/held/brought to account. If someone is
called, held, or brought to account for something they have done wrong, they
are made to explain why they did it, and are often criticized or punished for it.
The robber was held accountable for stealing Mrs Jones’s purse and was sent
to jail.

pay up (idiom) to pay what is owed.
| want my money now. Pay up! If you don't pay up, I'll take you to court.

step in (idiom) To enter into some position, activity, or situation to intervene
or improve it.

We'd still be dealing with this mess if the manager hadn't stepped in and
figured out a solution.

We have a new marketing specialist stepping in to try and turn the company's
profits around.

You're here as an observer, but if you see a situation in the classroom, please
step in.

shouldering (idiom) To take on; assume: shouldered the blame for his
friends.

clean (one's) act up (idiom)To improve one's behaviour.
After | got in yet another fight at school, the headmaster told me that | had to

clean my act up or else I'd be expelled.

mandatory (adjective) Required or commanded by authority; obligatory:
Attendance at the meeting is mandatory.
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